VOEDA | Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest

Who We Are

Perce-Clearwater National Forest spans 4 million acres of North-Central Idaho. This
T heareaNezis protected
by the United States Forest Service. The partners of the Nez Perce-Clearwater

National Forest include several federal and state agencies, conservation organizations, local school
districts, and Indigenous tribes. The overall objective of the Forest Service is to protect, conserve, and
manage the National forests, to maintain and improve health, diversity, and productivity to the
National Forests ecosystems, while maintaining an environmentally friendly agenda. The organization
receives assistance for their conservation efforts through grants, partnerships, and volunteer efforts.

Our History

O

ver 10,000 years ago, humans first set foot in the area known today as the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests.
Later the Lewis and Clark expedition arrived in 1805, which signaled the beginning of settlement and industry in
the region. The rich mineral and metal deposits in the ground made the area an attractive location during a tremendous mining industry boom that stretched from the 1860s to the early 1900s.
The rapid industrial rise across the nation triggered a popular movement to preserve and reclaim
the wilderness. The United States Forest Service was created and tasked with the purpose of maintaining
these resources. On July 1, 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt issued executive orders 854 and 842. These
orders created the Nez Perce National Forest and the Clearwater National Forest. The majority of the land
in the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests became the responsibility of the U.S. forest service.

The Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests are
home to three historically significant travel routes:
The Lolo Motorway, The Elk City Wagon Road,
and The Magruder Corridor. These routes are popular tourist destinations, and visitors also use them
for a variety of recreational and practical needs.
However, due to budget constraints, these
iconic trails have fallen into disrepair, making it
more difficult for visitors to access them and learn
about the rich history they represent. This also
affects local communities, who rely heavily on
the economic benefit that tourism in these forests
brings. If these economically vital routes are not
repaired and maintained, both users of the forests
and the communities living around them will be
affected.
Similarly, the signs along the routes providing visitors with historical information about the
sites are difficult to maintain due to a lack of funding. They are also incapable of telling a complete
story of each unique historical site because of their
limited size.

Roadways and Tribal History

W

hile many people have come and gone in this
area, the ones who settled it and occupied it were
the Nimiipuu people. In the first encounters between
the Nimiipuu and French traders in the 17th century,
the traders began referring to the tribe as “Nez Perce”
¬(“Pierced Nose”) after confusing them with another
tribe that practiced nose piercing.
By the 18th century, horses had been reintroduced
to North America after a 15,000-year absence. The Nez
Perce quickly took to the horses and developed their own
breed, the famously spotted Appaloosa. When the Lewis
and Clark Expedition came through Nez Perce territory
in 1805, the tribe fed the group and even loaned horses to
them as they explored lands in the West. While there was
good will between the explorers and the tribe at that time,
the relative peace between visitors of European origin and
the Nez Perce did not survive to the end of the century.
In 1855, the federal government of the United
States granted the native groups access to 7.5 million
acres of their own aboriginal lands. However, a gold
rush in 1860 broke that treaty and the settlers attempted
to force the native groups away. By 1863, a newer treaty
that removed access to 90% of those lands was signed.

Several Nez Perce groups in the region were coerced into
agreeing to a superseding 1877 treaty, which required
the natives to leave their ancestral lands in central Idaho
and eastern Oregon and be corralled into reservations
elsewhere. The most fiercely independent Nez Perce
groups rejected the agreement, choosing instead to
remain where their families had lived for thousands of
years. In response, the United States Army declared these
groups to be “non-treaty Indians” and launched the five
month long Nez Perce War to force them out of the area.
A group of 2,900 Nez Perce made their way across the
region toward Canada to escape the Army.
The path that they took followed a series of ancient trails that had been used by natives for thousands of
years, winding through the heart of the Nez Perce Clearwater National Forests and beyond. Today, those trails
are still in existence and are known collectively as the Nez
Perce National Historical Trail , or the Lolo roadway. The
history and the heritage of the Nez Perce tribe is part of
humanity’s history, and the United States Forest Service is
committed to preserving the ancient trails as monuments
to both the native people and the lands that they once
again occupy.

Our Mission: The “Valuing Outdoor Experiences Demonstration” Project

T

he Nez Perce-Clearwater Forest Service provides
unwavering protection and maintenance of public lands that contain the rich history of Idaho and
its indigenous communities. The Lolo Trail Corridor,
Elk Creek Falls, Hells Canyon Wilderness, and the
Nee-Me-Poo and Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trails are just a few of the landmark features of
Northern Idaho. Since 2010, the Nez Perce-Clearwater has taken concrete steps to protect the
history of these remote areas in Idaho. Wilderness recreation and wildlife interaction remains
a key priority that hinges on expanding public
awareness and preservation. The Valuing Outdoor
Experiences Demonstration (VOEDA) Project
will further this goal.
The VOEDA Project is a tool the Nez
Perce-Clearwater Forest Service will use to repair,
maintain, and manage three iconic routes through
the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest: the
Lolo Motorway, the Elk City Wagon Road, and
the Magruder Corridor. These high elevation
corridors have a storied history as they’ve been
traveled by the Nez Perce and Kootenai Salish
people for generations, and miners and trappers
used these routes to get from place to place as
well. The VOEDA Project will make them more
accessible to visitors wishing to immerse themselves in the deeply rooted history and wildlife of
the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest.

The VOEDA Project provides solutions to
two problems these routes currently have: lack
of educational preservation and limited access.
The corridors are widely used by the public for
access to the backcountry, but currently, visitors
have little detailed information or interpretation
of the history of the routes. In addition, the three
routes are in disrepair due to overgrowth, primitive roadways, and lack of maintenance as a result
of budget cutbacks at the federal level. VOEDA
will preserve the cultural heritage and natural
resources of these backcountry landscapes, while
promoting low-cost maintenance, increased traffic routes, and prevention of forest overgrowth.
A family like yours will soon be able to share a
greater experience of one of the hidden treasures
of the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest.
Modern day travelers will be able to access digital kiosk platforms along each route
that provide information and history of Nez
Perce-Clearwater forest trails through the VOEDA project. These kiosks will provide immediate
downloadable content via remote connection.
Kiosks will replace high-maintenance signs and
will be placed at strategic points throughout
each of the individual corridors. With the help of
VOEDA dollars and local support, these iconic
routes will remain open for generations of people
to explore and learn about the history of the Nez
Perce-Clearwater National Forest.

How You Can Be Involved

T

he most notable achievement of the Nez Perce-Clearwater Forest Service is their unwavering protection and
maintenance of public lands. These lands are a huge part of the rich history of Idaho and its indigenous communities.
Projects like VOEDA will help provide a larger portion of people with the opportunity to learn about
Idaho’s history while discovering and enjoying remote areas they might not have realized existed. Education and
exploration help connect people to surrounding landscapes, and generate a collective sense of responsibility to
help ensure Idaho’s wildlife stays well-maintained and preserved for future generations to see and appreciate.
The Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest has received grant funding in the amount of $75,000 dollars to
develop and begin the VOEDA project. This grant money will help jump start the initial start-up of this project,
but long-term, the funding will need to continue to help maintain the trails; ensure protection of the wildlife and
surrounding environment; and expand and update the kiosks and digital content.

Outside grants and donations help repair and maintain these
roadways and their history, as well as fund the installation of
digital kiosks with available streaming to personal devices.
Helping preserve these routes will broaden community
outreach and involvement within Idaho, and stimulate our
local economies through improved accessibility.
If you would like to help the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest
Agency bring this project into fruition, donations can be sent to:
USDA Forest Service
Attn: Forest Management 3SW
Plant-A-Tree Program
Stop 1103
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-1103
Checks or money orders can be made payable to “USDA, Forest Service”

For more information about volunteering or project planning, please contact
Chrysann Jaeger at chrysannjaeger@fs.fed.us

